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United States History Syllabus: 2015 - 2016
Instructor: Mr. Costello



   
   
Free Periods: Periods _ & _ and after school by appointment (Room 312)
   


Email: jcostello@schools.nyc.gov
Website: www.mrcostelloeximius.weebly.com 
Workbook:  

We will be using the Debating United States History (CUNY) workbook in this course. The workbook will be supplied by the school.  Each student will be assigned a workbook and must bring it with them to class daily.  Additional reading materials, such as Regents-Review books, will also be used throughout the year.  

Required Materials: 
- (1) CUNY Workbook
- (1) Divider/Section in your 3-Ring Binder for my class 
- (1) Two-Pocket Folder
- Loose Leaf Paper
- (1) Pen (Blue and Black only!) and (1) Pencil
Course Description: 
United States History is the history of a great experiment in representative democracy.  The basic principles and core values expressed in the Declaration of Independence became the guiding ideas for our nation’s civic culture.  United States history since the Declaration of Independence has witnessed continued efforts to apply these principles and values to all people.  Adoption of the United States Constitution codified these principals, but, as the history of our nation shows, that document and its amendments represented only the first step in achieving “liberty and justice for all.”    
The Debating United States History curriculum engages students in historical inquiry.  Each lesson revolves around a central historical question and features sets of primary documents modified for groups of students with diverse reading skills and abilities.  This curriculum teaches students how to investigate historical questions employing reading strategies such as sourcing, contextualizing, corroborating, and close reading. Instead of memorizing historical facts, students evaluate the trustworthiness of multiple perspectives on issues from King Philip's War to the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and make historical claims backed by documentary evidence.
At the end of this course, students will take the New York State Regents Examination for United States History.

Classroom Rules and Procedures: 

1. SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Bring them with you on a daily basis!
2. PARTICIPATION – Learning is not a spectators sport!
3. LET YOUR TEACHER TEACH – Be respectful of my right to teach and your peers’ right to be taught!
4. RAISE A HAND – Speaking is strongly encouraged – just be sure to raise your hand first!
5. NO PHONES – Communicate with those INSIDE the room only!
6. KEEP IT CLEAN – Eat your food, drinks, and candy in the Cafeteria, not my room!
7. LATE SIGN IN – All late students must sign the late log!
8. BATHROOM PASS – Sign out/May not be used the first or last 10 minutes of class!
*Any rule violations will be a choice on your part and will result in consequences in accordance with school disciplinary policy. 

Grading Policy:

· Socratic Seminar (‘Accountable-Talk’/Daily Class Participation) - 25%

· Projects (Individual & Group) - 25%

· Homework - 15%

· Exams & Quizzes - 35%

Unit Descriptions and Course Schedule:

· Unit 1 – Colonial America and Independence (September)
· Unit 2 – Constitution and Early Government (October)
· Unit 3 – Westward Expansion (November)
· Unit 4 – Civil War and Reconstruction (December)
· Unit 5 – Industrialization & Progressive Era (January)
· Unit 6 – Imperialism and WWI (February)

· Unit 7 – The Roaring Twenties (February)

· Unit 8 – The Great Depression and the New Deal (March)

· Unit 9 – World War II (March)

· Unit 10 – The Cold War and 1950s America (April)

· Unit 11 – Civil Rights (April)

· Unit 12 – The U.S. after 1960 (May)

· Regents Review (May - June)
* Dates subject to change
Final Summation: 

I have high expectations for each and every one of you.  Life is full of opportunities; some seized and some missed. This class is a great opportunity to examine the history of your country – do NOT let it pass you by! 

Resources: 

*For additional resources in United States History, I recommend visiting the following websites:
  - www.castlelearning.com
  - www.regentsprep.org
          
  - http://www.nysedregents.org/USHistoryGov/
       
Student/Parent Signatures:

Print Student Name: _______________________________________________________________________
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First Name
Student Signature: _________________________________________________Date:___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________Date: ____________________
